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atever their views, dump's nekhbors want a voice 
NEEDING TO KNOW: The 
secrecj o f the  past nuwt ILUC bc 
contznzd in the future, oJjiczals 
ard reszdmts w r r .  

By Teresa H. Sharp 
.Viaguru Gazeffe 

LEIVISTON - T h e  : m o r n d i n g  d u s k  
bnngs an unearthly husn to the iar east  ena 
siP!etcher Road. 

Smail clusters o i  homes are interspersed 
wifn s tnps of open fieids m d  woods. .A 
K0.A Campground on !he south side ot [lie 
road is the last human outpost before reach- 
ing 2 gnv mailbox marking a long stone 
3nve~.vay on the norxh side. 

The ~ c c u p a n t  is :he U.S. Deparrmmt of 
E n e r e ' s  Niagara Fails Storage Site. w e r e  
32,000 :ens or' radioactive w s r e  . s e n  
dumped. beg inn in^ in :914 ..vitn :he llaii- 
SarT?n Project. 

.A barbed-wue ience encloses the prop- 
erxy. but the gate has been swung open. .\ 
huge white. four-ator: buiiding i>--iii: ; red 
rooi. appearing iike an enormous b a n  ;no 
hugged by th ree  slios without :ops. ties 
aheac. .A few smaller wnirr buildings dot 
the 3renises. Off :o the :mmediate nqht. 
hlodern Landiili n s e s  irorn rhe landscape. 

This is the neighborhood Jean Penzotti 
ge'i '  s p  :n and the one sne returned Lo 
seven years ago when she m d  her husband 
:oak x e r  i e r  parents' ?!etcher Road 
ilornestead. The  ioupie has :hree young 
,daugnters. ionn Penzota,  a Siagara Fd l s  
Bndge Commission empiorre. aiso >as a 
s m d  shop. Empire Shooters Suppis, on h e  
i:de ? i  :he house and :he iamiiy sells 
ihns tmas  :rees from its side :ot. 

Sews  :hat :he DOE wants :o permanent- 
ly ;so and keep :he high-ie:ri radioactive 
)vast? ,%st a shorr distance IJD :he road from 
:heir home does not bother P - n ~ o ~ t i .  

"I Ion'! : e d y  3ay that muca dtte!ition IO 

,t." he said. ": snow ~ t ' s  :here. ::u: :;ou 
jon : hear much .ibout it. J l y  ',viie ?:ci.v up 
?ere and has n sis:er ind :rvo jrotners 2nd 
eveyoodv's  phvsi~al!-~. htl:;l:jlv. 

... , , .ovr :t out ,:ere." : i t  :did. ': .]he :!ie 
quircness. Nobodi- bothers :ne ~ n a  1 caii do 
what I ..van[.'' 

"li given rile ,-noice. !'J r:itner :hen1 
. n x e  :vnat :lie!: .;;lye :::k,r? >esure :!:an 
Iresit :ae Lap Jnu h u t  i i  ;X\<n :he -oaC - 
ve ,xu!.: '>e :n i:;ui.:i nlort: '.a~iqer. :'J rdtl i-  

-r - r e  :nem inske :t more :,em:acc:ir:y -ale 
:nc Ycclire ." Prnzotti said. 

9 .  Nlis Oisen J r . .  J Youiicstown resident 
m a  Stare Universitv .it Buibiti )a\v oroies- 
nor. sanrs to make aure resiaents do il3Ve a 
:nclcc - .r .t .e.i.t . , , i L ~  -. ?,ere ,eegs :o ;e : ::, : uq:: - 

. > . .  ' % ,  

"li,i(. 

, LL>>.  ,!he!, d l u .  - ' -v 1nvr5 .RG 

.:zn:: .-~r!: .s :::urouiil!l: .:;aerc!nnc :he 
.it~i::on .a(: !.!ye '3V'L: :I >e : c ~ i ~ i o n s .  

Elma Olderman/,\.tnq~~rrr (,,I;( 11, 

FAMILY HOMESTEAD: John Penzotti. rlght, and his wife. Jean, left, check the status of some Chrrstrnas trees on 
the~r Pletcher Road property wrth thew children, Jess~ca. 12, Angela, 5, and Maureen 2 The family IS not 
concerned about the Niagara Falls Storage Site, down the road from :he farm where Jean was raised and they are 
now rarsing therr ch~ldren 

.And ihe decisions should not be made in energy depanment ' s  plans (or permanent !t 'was :ne :ate '30s be!ore ! :ot son- 
derogation o i  the other  involved agencies, capping. zerned. " 
s u c h  a s  t h e  Environments! Pro tec t ion  .'I'm not a technrcd person. but  I felt the 
.Aqenc:;. state Department oi Environmen- DOE has been ven. in  the past He .in :nde?enoent reading oi possi- 
tal Conservation or  Health Department. with mv dealings :hem." 5~ mid. 
Conilicts should be resolved. not ignored. , . T . ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~  sincere in t y i n g  to pro- 

"It 's the DOE'S reswns ib i l i t~  to saieiy tect the environment 2nd the 1 be- 
manage the problem they created and have :,eve they 're  doing i h e  best  they can with 
:!andled m a totaiiy irresponsible manner in the rechnoiog). they have. 
:ne past." he added. "But." he au:cWv added. " there cleri- 

'The  public needs to know \Ghat the 21- ,,,,I). be [he chance !or :nput 
' r n a t i v e s  are: .Are these s teps being taken ,d on. .. 
' 1 ,rive money? !s this a true environmentai 
;ei:sion!.- he asked. here Calvin i. Scnuitz. 67. -worked Lor :nr 

:irst, ,, iack ofpublic process: sKond, a Town n i  Lrwiston for 3 years. sen-inq a s  

acCounubljiw On the part ,,i :he !lie town's superintendent oi hiqhways. 
DOE :he orher agennes: and water iind drainage. H e  est imates  lie :v:k ,,n 
lack ~f~-~d~b,ii~ on the part DOE. 1 the w e  "500 ,dr ti00 t imes dunnq :he r : ce  I 
-.by denslon like ibis shou,d be -.vorked ior  :::e !nvvn." 

ventilated in plibfic.'' Olsen :aid. ' '.ln<- He s a d  he dwavs  issun!ed :lie ,+,is[e 
:h& short of Lks is :orally Qnacceptaore .r.ouid st;iv ;Lit .iec2u-c. . ::?? :,,lume ,! 
2nd out@e~us. It leaves pooie Jistrustrul. :ne motenat. . 
1n!niomei3-& anpy." Schuitz crew ,:n .r\s :!:..:I Il,i~i.,nl,r r rcm :.r:viston Town Super;lsor Thomas E. :he rri3,1cc, :>esp,e ne',.er 
S h a n  said he ha&not been notified of the seemed :o :hink muck [ae 

Sir radioac:ivrty a t  :he site after ;t ,.Gas >2 

cured by the energy department heipe' 
sonvmce him things had been taken c x e  o 
properly bv the DOE.  

"I felt thev had done an esceilent job I: 

cspping. I ielt good about :hat. because 1. 
me ever  sot were  readings from the DOE 
but t b s  ivas an independent one." Scniiic 
said. 

Still. Schuitz discussed his Camiiv's trou- 
Yea medical history, and remarked. ".'.I\ 
no rhe r  died toi :ung cancer and never 
smoked: my wiie had several rniscar;:~ges. 
I've had a kidney transoiant. ... 

"How do you know?" he asked. "It it5 
proximity of the piant) a a v ,  have been : 
contnbunng iactor. but I aon t :him :t :var 
:he sole factor. But !'.:e ,~ia.ays had :hi- 
question maIK in my  mind." 

Dr. John Vena. a University :t Bu!iaiu 
assistant professor in the Deoarrment 11 
5oc:al and Preventative h1eaic;ne. 13-w 
rhored a one-year study, reieased :n i9d?. 
mn!cn examined cancer rates in the :ot.v~.- 
oi Lru-iston and Poner .  The  rtudy com- 
pares *e town rates  to county, state ;?; 
!edeni  swnstics. 

"There ivas concern on the part oi  so-;.e 
of :be people living in :he area. and ,.re 
:oolted at  cancer rates  around the site." 3:. 
' ? h a  :ec~tled. "Basicail-;. ..ve found ::.at 
:he rates  were not out  oi the norm. But. .r. 
Z o u r s e .  t h e r e  w e r e  i imi ta t ions  t o  :he 
ittidy." 

Lee Simonson. Laairman 'r :he Ziagara 
County Legisiature, said. "Oar position 
.%vas always that :he slte shouid have been 
excavated and ;$e niateriai put somepiac? 
eise. :n an nrea more suitable :o this k ~ n d  or 
storage. Our oniy ;onsoiat~on :s that :he 
site :s :n nuch  bet ter  snape !han it :v;s 
m n v  years  ago. 

"0bvlously. Nialrarn C $ ? u n t ~ ' s  posi:ion :s 
:hat .: ( t h e  site) inould i a r e  Seen moves .n 
:he : k t  312ce. DUI  ii 11-e :an : get that. :ir 
:van: :he best ?ossible antainment  for ::;? 

2rorecrion ot :he environment ,inti ! o m  res- 
:de:irs. " iie .jaded. 


	Text1: 200-1e
	Text2: NFSS_08.08_0258_a


